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COLLECTIVE VIEW of the ARGUMENTS in FAVOUR 
of a FUTURE STATE. 


[From the Bifhop of Chefer’s (Beilby Porteus, D. D.) Sermons, 
lately publithed.] 


| we admit that this life is the whole of our being, what a 
ftrange and unaccountable fcene of things prefents itfelf ! 
We have in that cafe an aétive principle within us, which: has 
every imaginable appearance of being diftin&t from the body, 
immaterial, indifcerptible, and indiffoluble ; yet it turns out to 
be nothing more than mere matter, endued with qualities dia- 
metrically oppofite to its moft effential properties ; it is diffolved 
with the body, and lofes all fenfation, confcioufnefs, and ree 
fiection, for ever in the grave. 

We are evidently diftinguifhed from, and raifed above, the 
brutes, by a variety of aftonifhing faculties and powers, which 
feem plainly defigned for fome nobler {cene of action than this ; 
yet, with the brutes we perifh, and all the rich endowments of 
our minds are wafted on us to no purpofe. q 

We are daily making advances both in knowledge and vir- 
tue ; we have a large field of improvement, both moral and in- 
tellectual, before our eyes; yet, in the very midit of our pro- 
grefs, we are ftopped fhort by the hand of death, and never 
reach that ftate of perfeétion, of which we feem capable, and 
which we ardently defire. 


Ver. it. 28 D We 
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We are formed with ideas and expectations of happinefs, 
which are everlaftingly difappointed ; with a thirft for future 
fame, of which we fhall never be confcious ; with a paffionate 
longing for immortality, which was never meant to be gratified. 

Every part of ovr conftitution fhews that we are accountable 
for our conduct, every remorfe of confcience is a proof that we 
are fo: there is a Superior, who has given us a rule to walk by, 
who has a right to enquire whether we have conformed to that 
rule ; yet that enquiry is never made, 

zee world in.which we are placed, is one continued fcene of 
probation. We appear to be fent into it with no other view but 
to fhew how we can behave, under all that variety of difficult 
and diftrefsful circumftances into which, by one means or other, 
we are continually thrown ; yet our behaviour paffes totally un- 
regarded. We perform “our parts, but the Judge who has tried 
us forgets to perform his. Our trial is finifhed, and no confe- 
quences follow; no fentence is prononsced we are neither res 
warded for having aéted well, nor punifhed for having acted ill. 

We conceive ourfelves to be the tubjects of an Almighty Go- 
vernor, who lias given us a fyftem of laws for our direction ; 
yet he appears to be perfetly. indifferent whether we obferve 
thofe laws oi not. His friends and his enemies fare frequently 
alike: nay, tite former are often punifhed with the heavieft af- 
fli¢tions, and the latter rewarded with every earthly enjoyment. 

Phéreshas, ‘in ane, beén trom’ the firit ages of the world, 
down to this prefent moment, an almoft univerfal agreement 
and confent of ali mankind, in the belief or apprehenfion of a 
future ftate of exiftencé ; and yet this turns out to be nothing 
more than a-delefive imagination, thougir impreffed fo deeply by 
nature itfelf on every human breatt. 

What now can be imagined more frange and i inexp! licable ; 
more abfu:d and: inconitiient ; more replete with d forder, cone 
fufion, and mifery ; more unworthy. the wifdom, the goodnels, 
of the Supreme Being, than the frame of man, and the coniti- 
tution of the world, according to the reprefentation here given 
of them ? 

But when, on the other hand, yéwextend your view beyond 
the limits of this life, and take in the conficeration of another, 
what an alteration des this inftantly make in the appea rance of 
every thing within and without us ? The miit that before refted 
on the face of the earth vanifhes away, and difeovers a Joes of 
the utmoft order, beauty, harmony, and regularity. ‘The mo- 
ment our relation to another world is known, all perplexity is 


cleared up, and all inconfiftencies are reconciled. 
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We then find ourfelyes compofed of two parts, a material 
body, and an immaterial foul ; and the feemingly incompatib! 
properties of matter and fpirit, inftead of being intermixed and 

incorporated together in one fubftance, have each their diftin& 
province affigned them in our compound frame, and refide in fe- 
parate fubftances, fuited to their refpective natures. But tho? 
different from each other, they are clofely united together, By 

this union we are allied both to the vifible and invifible, the ma- 
terial and the fpiritual world, and ftand, as it were, on the con- 
fines of each ; and when the body reverts to earth, the foul be- 
takes itfelf to that world of immortal {pirits to which it be- 
longs. 

Thofe extraordinary faculties and powers of the human mind, 
which feem far beyond what the ufes of this fhore life require, 
become highly proper and fuitable to a being that is defigned 
for eternity, and are nothing more than what is neceflary to pre- 
pare it for that heavenly country which is its proper home, and 
1s to be its everlafting abode. ‘There they will have, full room 
to open and expand themfelves, and to difplay a degree of vi- 
gour and activity, not to be attained in the prefent life. ‘There 
they will go on improving to all eternity, and acquire that ftate 
of perfection to which they are always tending, but have not 
time in this world to arrive at. 

When once it is certain that we are to give an account of our- 
felves hereafter, there is then a plain reafon why we are free 
agents ; why a rule is given us to walk by; why we havea 
power of. deviating from, or conforming to it; why, in fhort, 
we undergo a previous examination at the bar of our confciences 
before we appear at the tribunal of our great Judge. 

Our earnett thirit of fame, of happinefs, of immortality, will, 
on the fuppofition of a future exiiteace, ferve fome better pur- 
pofe than to difappoint and diftrefs us. They are ali natural 
with objects that correfpond to them; and will each of them 
meet with that gratification in another life, which they in vain 
look for in this, 

Nay, even that unequal diftribution of good and evil, at 
which we are fo apt to repine, and thofe heavy afflictions chat 
fometintes prefs fo hard upon the beft of men, are all capable of 
an eafy folution, the moment we take a future life into the ac- 
count. This world is then only part of a.yftem : it was neve 
intended for a ftate of retribution, but of probation. Here we 
are only tried ; it is hereafter we are to be rewarded, or pu- 
nifhed. ‘The evils we mect with, confidered in this light, af- 
fume a very different afpect. They are wife, and evea behevo- 
lent provifions, to put our virtues to the proof ; to produce in 
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us that temper, and thofe difpofitions, which are neceflary pre- 
parations for immortal glory. 

Thus does the fuppofition of a future ftate clear up every dif- 
ficulty, and difperfe the darknefs that otherwife hangs over this 
a of God’s creation. Wich this light of immortality held up 

efore us, we can find our way through the obfcureft parts of 
God’s moral government, and give a Etisfaftory account of his 
dealings with mankind. It is therefore a moit convincing proof 
of the reality of a future ftate, that it anfwers fo many excel- 
lent purpofes, and feems {fo indifpenfably neceffary to give har- 
mony and regularity to the defigns of the Almighty in the for- 
mation of this globe, and its inhabitants, and to be the finifhing 
and winding up of one uniform and confiftent plan of divine 
conduét. For, as in the material world, when we find that the 
principle of gravitation, upon being applied to the feveral parts 
of the univerie, explains, in the jufteft and moft elegant man- 
ner, the fituations, appearances, and influences of the heavenly 
bodies, and even accounts for all the feeming irregularity and 
eccentricity of their motions, we make no {cruple of allowing 
the exiftence and the operation of fuch a power : fo, in the mo- 
ral fyftem, when we fee that the admiffion of another life gives 
an eafy folution of the moft furprizing, and otherwife unac- 
countable phenomena ; and is, as it were, a mafter key, that 
unlocks every intricacy, and opens to us the great plan of Provi- 
dence in the adminiftration of human affairs; we can no lon- 
ger, without doing violence to every rule of jult reafoning, re- 
tufe our affent to the truth and reality of fuch a ftate. 





Cc eZ2C EL EF Ss — oe. @ 2 Bn 
HZ Mora Fact. 


HE variety of fituations into which we are all occafionally 

thrown, whether our fphere in life be {plendid or ob- 
fcure, call Joudly for the conftant exertion of every virtue ; and 
there are few, if any, who in the timeof adverfity fummon rea- 
fon and reflection to their aid, that do not, however great their 
misfortunes, experience the chearing condolence of an invifible 
good monitor. By atting up to the dictates of an untainted 
confcience, we may welcome calamity with a fmile, and ferenely 
view the ineffectual attacks of malevolence ; whofe loathfome 
darts, unable to penetrate the virtuous bofom, dire their dif- 
appointed force — a lefs powerful adverfary : but it is dif- 


ficult to repel thofe evils which originate from the impurity of 
our 
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our hearts, that being the fource of their exiftence. The only 
hope is, that this circumftance, initead of precipitating the un- 
happy viétim to perdition, may remind him of the pre-emi- 
nence of virtue, once nearer his reach ; and ftimulate him gra- 
dually to labour for the attainment of its fummit. Virtue has 
undoubtedly fometimes received temptations almofl too power- 
ful ; but how confpicuoufly do we often fee it rewarded by the 
timely intervention of Providence! And with what additional 
luttre, with what divine refulgence, does it on fuch occafions 
fhine upon the foul, adding new charms to its original bright- 
nefs, and fetting every officious innovation at defiance !—To re- 
cord the ignominious fate of vice, is certainly laudable ; but to 
paint the diftreffes of mifguided innocence, and its {plendid re- 
ward for the prefervation of its brighteft gem through the un- 
bounded path of temptation, cannot fail of reminding the wan- 
derer, that 





** Vice is a monfter of fuch frightful mien, 
¢¢ As,to be hated, needs but to be feen.’’ 


A town bounded by the fea, delightfully fiiuated in a remote 
weitern county, gave birth to Mr. Wevil, whofe father was a 
refpetable attorney, and bred his fon to the fame profeffion. 

On the death of his father, which happened in Mr. Wevil’s 
twenty-fifth year, he purtued the exemplary cordutt of his re- 
gretted parent with a perfeverance and zeal which would have 
graced any ftation. ‘To complete the felicity that on all fides 
prefented itfelf, from the univerfal eiteem which his known pro- 
bity never failed to fecure, he paid his addreffes to the daugh- 
ter of an eminent phyfician of the fame place, and foon ob- 
tained her hand, with the entire pofleffion of her heart, though 
unaccompanied by any very confiderable fortune. 

Mr. Wevil’s knowledge was by no means confined to the 
Jaw: having a liberal and capacious mind, he acquired a dee 
gree of exceljence in every accompliihment requifite to form the 
complete gentleman, the intelligent and agreeable companion : 
nor was Mrs, Wevil lefs fuccefsful in cultivating the various 
graces which conttitute the accomplifhed gentlewoman, 

Happy in the poffeffion of each other, and bleffed with nu- 
merous friends, their years rolled on through {cenes of perpe- 
tual delight. ‘Two children, a fon and a daughter, completed 
their felicity. Cecilia, the eldelt, was inftruéted principally une 
der their own care; and her brother, a very promifinz youth, 
was placed at a distant boarding-fchool, where he remained ’till 
his thirteenth year. 

Cecilia 
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Cecilia was the darling of Mrs. Wevil, whofe perpetual 
ftudy was to ennoble her immature ideas, and place her in the 
indubitable path -of rectitude and honour. Harry and his fif- 
ter were, indeed, the delight of both their parents. The for- 
mer having acquired an unufual early knowledge of navigation, 
folicited his father to countenance his propenfity for the fea; a 
requeft with which he at length reluétantly complied. 

A brave commander, who afterwards loft his life in the Weft- 
Indies, having at this time a fummer refidence in the neigh- 
bourhood, (and whofe affairs Mr. Wevil had long condutted 
with fidelity and fatisfaétion,) chearfully undertook to become 
his patron, and rated him as a midfhipman immediately on the 
commencement of the war. 

Cecilia every day furnithed new proofs of an enlarged anda 
fufceptible mind : fhe not only excelled in mufic and dancing, 
but gave evident tokens of a tafte for literature, which her pa- 
rents chearfully encouraged. She abhorred the difgufting af- 
fectation which too frequently refults from a confcioufnefs of 
poffefling uncommon perfonal charms, which fhe very properly 
regarded only as important appendages to thofe who poffefs no 
other qualification. She bad now attained her {eventeenth year, 
when the female mind is fufceptible of every tender impulfe.; 
and if pot powerfully protected by reafon, as well as duty, often 
proves unequal to the tafk of repelling the dangerous attacks of 
worthlefs infiznificants, who boait of favours never conferred, 
and of connections noble only in words? 

Among the various admirers who prefented themfelves, there 
was not a fingle one whom Cecilia ever prefumed to favour, 
without fir confulting Mrs. Wevil ; who being the moft in- 
dulgent of parents, never refufed her fanétion to any of thofe 
innocent recreations amongift the youth of both fexes, which 
muft naturally tend to inform and delight the mind, were the 
young people all alike amiable. 

Mr. Wevil had been engaged in a fuccefsful caufe againit 
Sir Thomas B » Of the adjoining town ; who, being ex- 
afperated at the decifion of the jury againft him, determined to 
confign the final inveftigation to a fuperior court. Mr. Wevil, 
fincing his prefence. would be neceffary in the metropolis on this 
occafion, exprefied a defire to be accompanied by Mrs. Wevil 
and her daughter ; whofe refidence being fo exceedingly remote, 
they might otherwife never have an opportunity of enjoying the 
variety of its entertainments, and beholding its outward gran- 
deur and magnificence. 

The young lady received the news with the utmof joy ; as 
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from the defire of gratifying her own curiofity. But Mrs. Wevil 
begged to decline the propofal, as they hourly expected the arri- 
val of their fon Harry from: a long cruize, whofe fhip had’ been 
in feveral engagements. This confideration had alfo much 
weight with the young lady ; bat, from the recolle€tion of the 
known kindnefs of his captain, who, it was fuggefted, would let 
him remain ’till their return, fhe chearfully prepared to accom- 
pany her father. 

But how flender is the foundation on which we are too apt to 
build our greateft hopes! Three days after the departure of 
Mr. Wevil and his daughter, the affectionate’ parent received: the 
melancholy information that her fon had been-ordered on board 
a prize, to proceed to the firft Englith port ; but that, on their 
paflage, they were attacked and captured by an American pri- 
vateer, after a gallant refiftance, and it was not certain that he 
had furvived the misfortune. ‘The abfence of her hufband and 
beloved daughter aggravated the calamity, and Mrs. Wevil ex- 
perienced anguifh too poignant for her delicate frame. How- 
ever, before fhe could collect foficient- fortitude to tranfmit the 
unhappy intelligence to her hufband, a letter from: Harry’s cap- 
tain arrived, regretting the accident, and promifing in a few 
days to inform them of their fon’s real fate, which he appre- 
hended was far from being fo unfortunate as had’ been reported. 
Under this fufpenfe, the determined to wait the event, before 
fhe communicated the mournful information to her abfent fa- 
mily. 

Mr. Wevil and Cecilia arrived fafe in the metropolis; and 
the former having fatisfactorily concluded his profeffional en- 
gagement, they proceeded, in the company of a young lady, 
whofe father had complimented them with apartments in his 
houfe, to the mot popular places of public entertainment. 

The oftentation of a fathionable life had confiderable infla- 
ence on Cecilia, who began to cherifh a partiality for pleafares 
at which fhe could only be entitled to glance. ‘The fimplicity 
of her former amufements began to appear dull and infipid, and 
fhe prevailed on her father to protract his departure much longer 
than he had originally propofed. Mr. Wevil, in the mean 
time, little fufpected that his daughter’s mind was alternately 
agitated with her duty to her parents, and her love for a fpeci- 

ous gallant; whofe eyes having encountered thofe of the fair 
Cecilia, in the boxes at Drury-Lane theatre, fhe blufhingly re- 
ceived the impreflion, and, by her evident confufion, difcovered 
the innocence of her heart. 

This adventurer foon found out the place of Cecilia’s refi- 
dence ; and having acquired favourable intimations of her fa- 
mily 
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mily and connections, he immediately urged his fuit by the pri- 
vate conveyance of a letter, containing the moft ardent profef- 
fions of the fervour of his paffion; and reprefented himfelf as 
the fon of a gentleman of extenfive fortune, in the county of 
He pointed out the means for procuring an inter- 
view. In an hour of infatuation fhe confented to mect him, 
and was accordingly entangled. Dormer, her lover, urged Ce- 
cilia to elope from the eye of a father, who could not be ex- 
pected to clofe with propofals of fo important a nature, without 
fuch explanations as might probably prove fatal to their loves. 

Mr. Wevil had for fome days noticed in his daughter’s coun- 
tenance the appearances of a difturbed mind, and had tenderly 
enquired the caufe; but, as fhe acknowledged a flight indifpo- 
fition, he confoled himfelf that her native air, and the company 
of her friends, would foon re-eftablith her ufual vivacity. 

The day of their departure was now abfolutely fixed. This 
circumftance alarmed Dormer, who determined to urge his ad- 
Grefies with redoubled ardour; and, being informed by the 
young lady, in an{wer to a prefling folicitation for an interview, 
that her father was that day to vifit an eminent counfellor, he 
embraced the opportunity of feeing her in his abfence, and too 
fuccefsfully pleaded the violence of his paflion againit all the ar- 
guments which Cecilia for a long time adduced refpeéting the 
propriety of fecuring the approbation of her parents. Dormer, 
who poffeffed all the powerful arts of diffimulation, reprefented 
the danger of fubmitting the difpofal of her eternal happinefs 
to the capricious decifion of a father ; declaring, that the irre- 
fitible impulfe of his paffion was ftrengthened and direéted by 
motives of the pureft affection, and of the moft undifflembled 
Joye: and infifting that her father would foon relent, when he 
fhould not only honourably avow himfelf the hufband of his 
Cecilia, but be found worthy of adding to the family honour, 
by the dignity and influence of his own connettions, he urged 
her, with all the eloquence of a real paffion, to put herfelf un- 
der his proteétion that night. The deluded fair one at length, 
though reluctantly, confented ; and Dormer haftened to pro- 
vide a poft-chaife for their conveyance to his own country habi- 
tation. The midnight hour covered their defign, and fhe 
efcaped from her apartment unheard, and unfufpected, and the 
next day found herfelf united in a bond the moft folemn of her 
life. 

Mr. Wevil, on his return in the evening, had received a let- 
ter from his wife, containing a confirmation of their fon’s me- 
Jancholy fate, replete with the moft piercing effufions of paren- 
tal affection, and enjoining his immediate return, that the only 

confolation 
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confolation which remained might no longer be denied her, of 
foftening her pangs by the preience of their remaining child. 
This was an affliction too heavy for the fond father t to fuftain ; 

he returned to his chamber, and gave way to the fulnefs of his 
heart. Mr. Wevil could not think of communicating to his 
daughter the mournful contents of her mother’s epiftle, till he 
was himfelf fortified with fufficient refolution to prepare her 
youthful heart againft the confequences of fo fev re a fhock to 
her impaired health : but his concern was too vifible to remain 
long concealed ; and, after a night of anxiety and torture, he 
concluded on unfolding to Cecilia the mournful occafion of his 
regret. But if diftraétion can be aggravated, and horror ex- 
tended beyond what the unhappy ew wr felt on this occafion, 
their utmoft torture undoubtedly pervaded the foul of Mr. We- 
vil, when he was informed that his daughter had eloped during 
the night, and was not any where to be found. He inftantly 
difpatched meffengers feveral ways, but every eilort proved in- 
effedtual. The violence of defpair had now exhaufted its force, 

and Mr. Wevil was filled with more calm, though feverer ree 
fie€tions. In thie diftrefstul fituation, no remedy ’ prefenting it- 
felf, he concluded on returning home ; where, as foon as he are 
rived, he difclofed to Mrs. Wevil the circumftance which occa- 
fioned Cecilia’s abfence ; a communication which, though made 
with the utmoft delicacy, inftantaneoufly deprived her of her 
reafon, apparently beyond the power of remedy. Thus the 
continued feveral weeks ; lamenting, at intervals, the difubedi- 
ence of her daughter, and the unhappy fate of her fon. 

[To be continued.] 








Jo the PEOPLE of GREAT-BRITAIN. 
The PETITION of TO ard THE 
fluMBLY SHEWET, 


HAT your petitioners have, time out of mind, poffeffed 
certain places allowed to be their certain right ; and that 
they lately have been, vi et armis, thruft from their antient pof- 


feflions. ‘Their misfortune being in common, they prefent their 
common petition ; hoping that the laudable zeal for the re- 
formation of abufes will extend even to them, and that they 


fhall be reftored to their priitine ufe and confegu lence, 
Though your petitioners labour under a common misfortun 
yet it is rs that they feparately ftate their cole. 


Vou. II. E firtt, 





ste 2 



































34 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


firft, Fo for himfelf fays, that he has for many years paft hada 
place in the direétion of all letters——that he was firft removed 
from thence, as he apprehends, by fome member cf parliament, 
who was too much bufied in his country’s good to attend to pro- 
priety. As it is the wicked cuftom of the world to prefs down 
a falling man, the faid To isin a manner totally difplaced from 
his antient poffeffion ; all people, except the very:few who pre- 
fer grammar to tafhion, agreeing to his removal. Were his 

lace filled by a worthy fucceffor, he fhould keep his complaints 
ret, remembering that he himfelf fucceeded For ;—but to be 
fucceeded by nothing, is reviving the old fanatic principle of the 
Jaft century ; which all, who are lovers of the conftitution, mu 
fhudder at !—Confider, good people, you who fo well know the 
value of property, what quantities of letters are at this inftant in 
the poft-office, that are neither Zo nor For any perfon! In many 
inftlances you condeftend to be inftruéted by your neighbours— 
Is the 4 Monfieur yet left out in the direétion of French let- 
ters ? If you were to addrefs in Latin, would you not ufe the 
Gative cafe? And pray, what is the fign of the dative, but your 
petitioner, 

TO? 


Secondly, Fhe for himfelf fays, that he had, from the firft ex- 
iftence of our language, precedence of army, navy, commons, 
lords, and even government itfelf ;—that he is moft bafely re- 
moved from this his juft flation—for he appeals to all impartial 
judges, if fuch are to be found, what a fool:fh figure does army, 
navy, commons, lords, and government, cut, without he takes 
the leaa !—If this were alone the damage, it is furely of great 
concern ; but, alas! the evil is fpreading ! Scarce a day paffes, 
but he lofes fome antient poffeffion of truft and confequence! It is, 
indeed, infinuated, that your petitioner formerly ufurped a flation 
he had by no means a right to, and that his prefent lofs is but a 
juft retaliation. ‘* What bufinefs had Tee,” fay thefe meddiers, 
** before Fauftina and Cuzzoni, aed to on, through all the inas 
and oxis, to the prefent time ?’=—Alas ! my good countrymen, 
confider, thefe were but poffeflions of aday! Zhe Fauflina, and 
her fucceflors, were but the grafshoppers of a feafon—from this 
encroachment he was foon difpoffefled ; but navy, army, and 
minifiry, are of perpetual duration. Perhaps you will reply, 
that your petitioner is but an article. —True—but think of 
the confequence :—if you deftroy your particles and articles, 
and reduce your language by degrees to noun fubftantives, who 
knows but the next innovation will be the fubflituting things ine 
head of «words :—you have heard of a country fo epcumbered. 
Confidey 
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Confider the expence of carriage. Think, O ye wits, of 
having your coaches attended by waggon loads of converfa- 
tion.—-Nip the evil in its bud ; thew your regard for pofterity, 
and confider the petition of 





THE, 

In a general wreck, it is worth while to fave fomething.— 
Your petitioners are contented to be thruft out of parliament— 
it is confefled that the members of that honourable houfe fhould 
not attend to trifles.—But confider, good people, you ate not aif 
members of parliament ; you may feftore us to our anticnt 
rights, our ps privileges, and legal poffeffions ;~which wé 
trult you wall do, and your poor petitioners 


Shall ever pray, &e. 





SPIRITED and INGENIOUS OBSERVATIONS on that 
Abortion of Meittomens, calléd CATCHES. 


[From Thirty Letters on various Subje€s.] 


HE productions of genius require fome ages to be brought 

to perfection. The liberal arts have their infancy, youth, 
and manhood ; and, to carry on thé allufion, continue fome time 
in a ftate of ftrength, and then verge by degrees to a decline, 
which at laft ends in a total extin€tion. The Englith languagé, 
poetry, and mufic, exhibit proofs of this obfervation, as faf as 
they have yet gone, With the two former I have at prefent nd 
thing to do, but fhall confine what I have to fay oni this fubje® 
to the latter. 

What the mufic of the times pteceding Harry the Eighth 
was, I confefs myfelf ignorant ; nor, indeed, is the knowledge 
of it neceffary. We may conclude that it was more barbarous 
than that of the fixteenth century, as the times in which it was 
ufed were lets enlightened, Some maffes, mottetes, and madri- 
gals, are what have reached us. The whole confifts of a fuc- 
ceffion of chords, without art or meaning, and perfectly deitie 
tute of air. In Elizabeth’s reign appeared fome compofers, 
Tallis, Bird, Morley, and Farrant, who improved the barren 
flyle of their predeceffors, They had more choice in their haf- 
mony, and made fome little advances in melody, There ate 
fome pieces of inftrumental mufic compofed at this time which 
Rill exift, particularly a book of leffons for the virginals, which 
was the queen’s.—Whether the compofers thought that her fa- 
cred majeity excelied in mufical abilities as much as in rank, or 
E'ez as 
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as fhe wifhed to do in beauty, I know not; but this is certain, 
that thefe pieces are fo crouded with parts, and fo aukwardly 
barbarous, as to render the performance of them impoflible ;— 
fo natural is it, even in the infancy of art, to miftake difficulty 
for beauty. 

I do not recolle& any compofer that really improved mufic 
for the firft half of the Seedascenth century, except Orlando 
Gibbons ; of whom, a fervice for the church, and two or thrce 
anthems, remain 3 the harmony of which is good, and the me- 
lody pleafing. In the Gloria Patri of the Nuac Dimittis,is the 
beft canon, in my judgement, that was ever made. Gibbons 
was alfo a compofer for the virginals, but in no refpect better 
than his predeceffors. I believe it was about this time that the 
{pecies of canon, called the Catch, was produced.—The intent 
of my making this fhort recapitu! ation of the former ftate of 
mujic, is purely prefatory to what I have to fay upon the fub- 
ject of catches. 

This odd fpecies of oy whenever. invented, was 
brought to its perfection by Purcel. Real mufic was as yet in 
its childhood ; but the reign of Charles the Second carried 
every kind of vulgar debauchery to its height. ‘The proper xra 
for the birth of {uch pieces as, ‘* when ‘quartered, have eve 
three parts of ebfcenity, and one part mufic,” 

The definition of acatch is, a piece for thrée or more voices, 
one of which leads, and the others follow in the fame.notes.. It 
muft be fo contrived, that refts (which are made for that pur- 
pofe) in the mufic of one line, be filled up with a word or two 
from another line :.thefe form a crofs purpofe, or catch, from 
whence the name. pos ow, this piece of wit is not judged per- 
fect, if the refult be not the rankeft indecency. 

Perhaps this.definition may be objected to, and I may be told 


that there are catches perfe€tly harmlefs. It is true, that fame 
pieces are called catches, that have nothing to offend, and others 
that. may jultly pretend to pleafe; but they want W hat is abfo- 


-lutely neceilary for a catch—the break, and crofs-purpofes. 
It may alfo be faid, that the refult of the break is not always 
hes upon other fabjects,— 








indecency. I confefs there are catc 
drunkennefs is a favourite one ; which, though good, is not fo 
very good as the other ; and there may poflibl; 





: be found one or 
topics, which might pollibly be heard withoat 








two upon other 
diiguft; but thefe are not fufficient to contradict a general rule, 





or make me retract what I have advanced. 

J will next examine their mufical merit.—And this, as com- 
-pofitions mutt coniift either in their harmony oc melody, or their 
effect in performance 9 
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The harmony of a catch is nothing more than the common 
efult of filling up a chord.—There is not contrivance enough 
to make it efteemed as a piece of ingenuity. “* What! they 
are all canons !’’ So is every tune in the world, if you will fet 
it in three or more parts, and fing thofe par ts in fucceflion as a 
catch ;—but a real canon is not {0 eafily produced ; it is one 
of thofe difficult trifles which cofts an infinite deal of labour, 
and, after all, is worth nothing. Ido not except the famous 
Nou nobis of Bird, in which are fome paflages not to be en- 
dured. The excellence in the compofition of a catch confifts in 
making the breaks, and filling them up properly. The melody 
is, for the moft part, the unimproved vulgar drawl of the times 
of ignorance. 

Let us next attend to the manner of performance. One 
voice leads, 2 fecond follows, and a t! hied, &¥c. fucceeds, unac- 
companied with any inftrument to keep them in tune together. 
The confequeace is, that the voices are always finking, but nat 
equally ; for the belt fin ger will keep neareft the pitch, and the 
others depart fartheft from it. If the parts are doubled, whic! 
is fometimes the cafe, all thefe defects are multiplied. To this 








let, there be added the imperfe& Ses e of an‘uncultivated voice, 
the departing from the real found 1 by way of humour, the noife 
of fo many people ftriving to outfing each other, the confufior 


of {peaking different words at the fame time, and all this 
heightened by the laughing and othe 
audience—it prefents fuch a fcene of fava 

difgrace the Hottentots indeed, but is not 
a company of civilized people. 

As the catch in a manner owed its exiflence to a drunken 
club, of which fome muficians were—upon their dying, it lan- 
guifhed for years, and was {carce known, except among choir- 
men, who now and then kept up the fpirit of their forefathers. 
As the age grew more polifhed, a better ftyle of mufic appeared. 
Corelli gave a new turn to inftrumental mufic, and was fuccefs- 
fully followed by Geminiani and Handel ; the laft excelled in 
yocal, as well as in inftrumental me, 

There have been refinements, and confeffed i improvements, 
upon all thefe great men fince; and no doubt but at this time 
there are much better performers, a nd more elegant, though lefs 
folid compofers. This is the united effect of the labours of the 
whole together; for there is no oxe maz to be compared with 
either of the above-mentioned. 

Now, if this were fpeculation only, is it credible that tafte 
fhould revert to Aimee ? Its natural death is, to be frittered 
away in falfe refinement ; and yet, contrary to experience ia 
every 


e folly, a: as W ould not 
much to the credit of 











38 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


every other inftance, we have gone back a century, and catches 
flourifh in the reign of George the Third. ‘There is a club, 
compojed of fome of the firft people in the kingdom, which 
meet profelledly to hear this {pecies of compofition : they culti. 
vate it, and encourage it with premiums. To obtain which, 
many compofers, who ought to be above fuch nonfenle, become 
candidates, and produce juch things, 

** one knows not what to call, 

Their generation’s fo equivocal.” 





Sometimes a piece makes it appearance, that was lately found 
by accident, after a concealment of a hundred and fifty years. 
When it is approved, and declared too excellent for thete dege- 
nerate days, the author imiles and owns it. I {Carce ever faw one 
of thefe things tbat did not betray itfelf, within three bars, to 
be modern. Itis as difficult to imitate antient mufic, as antiett 
poetry ; afew {quare notes are not fufficient for the one, nor er 
two or three ewhiloms and ekes do for the other. And yet, 
this lait inftance, a few affected antique fpellings have een 
thought, by one half of the world, fufficient to weigh agai 
modern phrafeology, modern manners, and even modern facts. 
Surely it requires no great difcernment to difcover, that ‘what 
has exifted may be imitated ; but mothing lefs than the gift of 
preicience can dive into futurity. If it is improbable that an 
uneducated boy fhould be able to produce what are called Row- 
ley’s Poems, it is impofible that Rowley could bei i in a ilyte, 
and allude to facis of after-times.—Fotgive me this digrefion ; 
but indeed I have nearly finifhed my fubjeét and letter. 

I protefs 1 never heard a catch fung, but I felt more afhanted 
than 1 can exprefs. I pretend tono more delicacy than that of 
the age | live in; which is, very properly, too refined to endure 
fuch barbarifms.—I was alhamed for myieif—for my company— 
and if a foreigner was prefent, for my country 

[t has jut occurred to me that you like cat ches, and frequently 
help to fing them ;—revenge yourfelf of the Hberties [ have 
taken, by compelling me to hear fome of thefe pleafant ditties ; 
when, perhaps, 1 may be forced to fing in my own defence.— 
Afins. 

P. S. If you fhould have a defign to convert me, take me to 
a catch club.—I confefs, and honour, the fuperior excellence of 
its performance, while I lament that fo — a fubfcription 
fhould be lavifhed for to poor a purpofe as keeping alive mufi- 
cal falfe wit, when it might fo poy werfully fapport and enc mt 
rage the beft ilyle of compofition; and rather ape our taite, 


by anticipating the improvements of the coming age, than force 
it 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 39 


it back to times of barbarifm, from which it has coft us fuch 
pains to emerge. 





On GIVING ADVICE. 


be, tee, 2: & 1 tS Re 

ot &, 

HE errors and vices of a near relation of mine, called 

forth fome time fince a reproof from me, which I thought 
tempered with moderation, though founded in friendthip and 
juttice. I have in coniequence incurred the difpleafure of a 
very wealthy man, for delivering fome truths, and he is ftill 
proceeding in the career of diffipation,—This leads me to con- 
fider the nature of giving a reproof, and the general effects of it. 
Moti certainly it requires a greatnets of foul to reprove without 
pride, and to receive it without ind gnation. Among private 
men it deftroys friendfhip ; and among ihe great, whoever ate 
tempts to t ) ondecei ive them, runs the hozard of their difpleafure. 

Cambyles, fon and fucceffor to the great Cyrus, was of a 
towering genius, but uncultivated —gave way to drunkennefs, 
and often engas ged in debaucl hes. He had a favourite bred up 
with him, { fame years olde er than himfelf ; who, from a fervice of 
many years, imagined tha t not ting he would fay could be offen- 
five ; he theref re mode! ftly repre fented to him the bad confe- 
quence of his drunken frolics.— Cambytes re plied, Though I 
drink hard, my lord, it never drowns my fenfes.” ate nights 
after, at an entertainment, Cambyfes fat late, and drank deep. 
Towards the end of his caroufal, he called his favourite » bid 
him bring his only fon, and reach his bow and quiver. The 
lad being g pl: aced againit the door, he drew his bow and fhot 
him throu; sh, and, cutting him up, fhewed the fatver the ar- 
row in his heart. ** You fee, my lord, (fays he,) wine neither 
makes my arm hake, nor dims my fight.” 

Phiip of Macedon, whofe virtues rendered him as conigice- 
ous as his crown, going cut on an expedition, was opped by 
aa old woma My who dema ded him to sobeor in what ‘the had 
been injured. ‘** Go, woman,” faid he, ‘* Iam not at leifure.” 

If you are not at leifure to do juttice, #4 replied fhe, ** why do 
you not lay afide being king ?”—Philip ftupped, examined the 
affair, aud redreffed her grievances. 

A Spanifh merchant on the coaft of Africa, having been 
pluadered by one of Muley Molach’s alcaydes, threatcued to 

demand 
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demand juftice, but was obliged to take refuge among the 
woods. Some months after, Muley paffed that way with his 
court: the merchant went direétly to the road, feized the bri- 
die of the emperor’s horfe, and demanded juttice againft the al- 
cayde that had wronged him. Molach, altonifhed at his bold- 
nefs, afked him if he knew who he was? ‘ I know (faid the 
Spaniard) that thou art emperor of Morocco ; and I know, 
therefore, that it becometh thee to do me right.”—Muley called 
for the alcayde, and, finding him guilty, condemned. him in- 
ftantly to be beheaded, and ordered the merchant to receive a 
triple recompence out of his effects ; and as he was withdraw- 
ing, the emperor reproached the meannefs of his courtiers’ {pi- 
rits, by faying to them, Beheld a man ! 

Numerous are the other inftances which could be adduced 
upon this fubjeét ; but, upon the whole, I believe it will appear 
evident that reproof is an act of imprudence in a dependent, as 
my cafe has turned out; and that, if men mult be cenfured, it 
only can in general be borne from the mouth of a fuperior, be- 
caufe a Philip of Macedon, or a Muley Molach, are not the 


productions of every day. 
ANTONINUS. 





4 Comparifon between the Years 1750, and 1783. 


T N the year 1750, hackney coaches were plain, aukward, 
clumfy things, hung by leathers; at prefent they are tafty, 
and almoit as handfome as thofe belonging to people of fafhion. 
At that time country gentlemen and their families kept at home, 
or made a journey once a year with a pair of dock-tailed black 
horfes ; whereas now they fpend all their fortunes in London, 
and drive hunters of one hundred guineas the pair. Fathions, 
in the former period, did not reach any place fifty miles from 
London, ’till they were nearly out ; now they travel down in 
coaches and diligences in a few hours. In the year 1750, farmers 
daughters carried butter and eggs to market in green Jofephs, 
faftened round with a leathern girdle ; now they wear riding- 
habits, and plumes of feathers. Formerly citizens wore round 
wigs, and worfted ftockings; now nothing but queues and filk 
hofe are worn by their apprentices and porters. In 1750, mut- 
ton was three-pence halfpenny per pound ; now it is nearer fix- 
pence. Maids’ wages at that time were from three to five 
pounds per annum ; they are now from eight to ten. The num- 
ber of merchants at that time was very fmall, but thofe were 
in general wealthy and refpectable ; their daughters learned to 
work and make paftry : now merchants are as numerous as clerks, 
and their families are emulous in diffipation. 
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On th USE o COSMETICS. 


R. WATSON, in his third volume of Chemiftry, traces 

the cuftom of ufing cofmetics to the time of the Romans ; 

and alfo admonifhes thofe ladies who are diffatisfied with their 
natural beauty, as follows : 

The Roman ladies were well acquainted with the ufe of ces 
rufe as a cofmetic. Plutus introduces a waiting woman refufing 
to give her mittrefs either cerufe or rouge, becaufe, forfooth, in 
the true fpirit of a flattering Abigail, fhe thought her quite 
handfome enough without them. 

I fuppofe the Chriftian ladies in the days of St. Jerome were 
given to this Pagan cuftom; for the venerable father inveighs 
againft the ufe of rouge for the lips and cheeks, and of cerufe 
for the face and neck, as incentives to luft, and indications of 
unchafte defires. 

Without prefuming to explore the arcana of a lady’s toilet, 
or to reveal the arts by which my fair countrywomen endeavour 
to improve charms naturally irrefiftible, I would add to the ad- 
monition of St. Jerome, a caution more likely in thefe degene- 
rate times to be attended to, the certain ruin of the complexion, 
to fay nothing of more ferious maladies, which muft ever attend 
the conftant application of thisdrug. Nor is the magiftery of 
bifmuth, or Spanith white, (better known by the name of pearl 
powder) much lefs pernicious than cerufe, notwithftanding its 
being in fuch repute in London, that the chemifts can hardly 
prepare it faft enough to fupply the demand for it. But if, as is 
moft probable, they will neglect this caution, I warn them, how- 
ever, to forbear the ufe of fuch powders at Harrowgate, Moffat, 
and other places of the fame kind, left they thould be in the iiate 
of the unlucky fair one, whofe face, neck, and arms were de# 
fpoiled of all their beauties, and changed quite black, by drink. 
ing a fulphureous water. Indeed all phlogiitic vapours, and even 
the fun itfelf, tends to give both the magiftery of bifmuth and 
cerafe a yellow colour: This obfervation may explain a line in 
Martial, where a cerufed lady is faid to fear she Jun. 





GRATITUDE REWARDED. 


IR William Fitzwilliams being a merchant taylor, and fome 
time employed in the fervice of Cardinal Wolfey, was chofen 
alderman of Broad-ftreet Ward, London, in tc06. He after. 
wards retired into Northamptonfhire, where he kindly received, 
and fumptuoufly entertained his former mafter, after he had fal- 
Vou. II. 28. F len, 












+ os oe 
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Jen, “* with all his honours thick about him.” Being called into 
the royal prefence, the king afked him how he durft, entertain fo 
great an enemy to the hate? To which he replied, * That he 
had not contemptuoufly, or difobediently dene it, but merely 
from a principle of gratitude, as the cardinal had been his 
matter, and the means ef his greateft fortune,’—This anfwer fo 
pleafed his fovereign, that he immediately knighted him, and ap- 
pointed him to the privy council. 





USEFUL INVENTIONS, 


R. Boucheri, direétor of the Refining-Houfe at Bercy, in 
France, has difcovered the fecret of making fugar from 
molafles (treacle); and has accordingly, after experiments made 
before feveral members of the Acacemy of Sciences, &c. ob- 
tained a patent for erecting refining-houfes in the French colonics. 





. Chinefe hetnp feed has been found to come to great perfection 
in England, meafuring more than fourteen fect in height, and 
feven inches im circumference, growing at different times nearly 
eleven inches per week. ‘The rough hemp that was peeled from 
thirty-two plants, when dried, weighed three pounds and a 
quarter. ‘The diréQors of the Eaft India company have {ent to 
China for a quantity of feed of ‘this valuable plant. 





Tr. James Six has invented a ufeful improvement to the ther- 
mometer, whereby that inftrument afcertains the greateft degree 
of heat or cold that has happened in the courfe of twenty-four 
hours, da the abjence of the obferver. 





ANECDOTE o¢f the LADY ‘of the PRINCE of NASSAU, 
the Quixote of the Floating Batteries at Gibraltar. 


ER firt hufband is alive and wellto this day. Heisa 
Pohifh nobleman of very high birth and confiderable for- 

tune, but, like the .Princefs, fond of doing and thinking what 
nobody ever did or thought of before. After two years fpent in 
perfe€t harmony, they, ina friendly tete-a-tete, confulted on 
fome means tomake themfelves confpicuous. ‘* Why, my lord, 
let us fue for a divorce,” faid the lady. ** Done,” anfwered the 
lord,—It muft be obferved, that a little money and the — of 
ce) the 
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the parties are faficient tq get a. divorce. im Poland;. it was 
granted, anda few weeks after the event, fhe was married to her 
prefent lord, who, whatever may. be his inchnatign to the con- 
trary, mat keep her for better and for worfe, divorces, though 
not lefs wifhed for, not being fo eaiily obtained in Francé as in 
Poland. : vere 





ANECDOTE of JOHN ROACH, : who has been tawelve Years 


@ Slave in South America. 


Few.weeks fince, John Roach, a feaman belonging to 
Whitehaven, arrived there, after an abfence ot fafecey, 
years, twelve.of which he had been a flave or a prifoner amopgit 
the Mexican Indians or Spaniards, Having had the misfonung 
to be taken by the former in the bay of Mexico, he was ftripped 
naked; ~~and-competled to travel-with--one of their companies 
upwards of two years. Thefe Indians are called Hetaguees, or 
Flat Headed. "They have no fettled place of abode, ‘bat range 
the woods in fearch of food, their cares being divided between 
that and avoiding another tribe of Indians, who a}fo travel in 
companies, and are inimicalto them.——After efcapipg from thefe 
favages, he was feized by the Spaniards, aid confined, under fuf- 
picion of being a°fpy; upwards of ten years, in different dun- 
geons; and was at length .fentenced to perpetual flavery in the 
mines, but before the fentence could ke* put an execution, he lott 
the ufe of his fide; in confideration of which, and partly through 
the humanity of the Spanifh governor of Cuba, he was fent to 
Jamaica in a cartel af Englifh prifoners. 





~ 


Anfwer, by T. Bunter, of Cheddon, to ‘Neos’s Rebus, inferted 
June 2. 


HEN you your myftic rebus wrought, 
‘The city ROME was in your thought, 
Whote fate has plainly thewn to all, 
That pride will one day have a fall. 


§ll§, We have received the like anfwer from E. Hathway, of 
Pensford ; M. Davies, of Wells; G, Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary ; 
Sobrius, of Chedzoy; Tyro, of Cerne; P. Steel, of Dorchef- 
ter; and J.S, of Shepton-Mallet. 

2 Anfwer, 


- 
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Anfwer by G. M. of Compton, toTyto’s Enigma, inferted May 5. 


RIDE, of all cthers the moft dangerous fault, 
Proceeds from want of fenfe, or want of thought. 





ee 


Anfwer, by a Conftant Reader, to F. Bs Enigma, inferted Fune 2s 
AY am I[ right, ingenious bards? wae / 
Th’ enigma’s fure: A PACK OF CARDS. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from P. Steel, of Dor- 
chefter; J. Drew, of Tywardreth; B. Shepherd, of ‘Plymouth ; 
W. H. of Exeter; Sobrius, of Chedzoy ; T. Bunter, of Ched- 
don; G. Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary ; G.-M. of Compton ; Tyro, 
of Cerne; and M. Davies, of Wells, 





A QUESTION, by F. Quant, of Hinton St. George, 


AYS John a homely country fwain, 
To Nan, the glory of the plain, 
On whom he fix’d-his love, 
« Dear Nancy, name the happy day 
*¢ When thou wilt give thyfelt away, 
*s And all my doubts remove. 


** O fay when thoy at church wilt ftand, . 

s* And give to me thy lovely hand, 

_ ** And make me truly blefs’d 7 

§* My charming maid, O let me know 

** When my fond heart with joy thal] glow, 
¢* Which finds but little reit }” 


** Dear John (fays the), I love you well, 
** And think you all the fwains excel 
“« In beauty and good fenfe ; 
** Then anfwer me this queftion pray, 
** And thoy wilt find the happy te 
** When I’ll the boon difpenfe. 


“* One-fixth, one fourth*, when join’d to four, 
* Will give the day, lefs half a feore; +’ 
‘© The day of the month I mean, 
«sé Se 


# One-fixth and one-fourth of the day of the month. 


ee 








ee 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 45 


*€ So now prepare the gloves and ring, 
«« And be as happy as a king, 
** And I will be your queen,” 
But John has try’d, and try’d again, 
Until he’s almoft grack’d his brain, 
Yet cannot find it out; 
Then help him, O ye {wains of art, 
-To find the day and eafe-his heart} 
And banifh ev’ry doubt. 





a 


CORRESPONDENTS NAMES enigmaticaily exprefid, by 


2. 


> 


Cm 1 Ov 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


34. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


FJ. 5. of Shepton-Mallet, 
ES a mark of ‘refpe&, Sirs, I beg you will join 


Juft half of a name given to a French coin. 
Three-fourths of a man whom gay ladies admire ; 
Th’ initial of what's oft.the matter of fire ;~ 
And a nice joint of meat, but few L think better. 


. The next is a tumult, omitting a letter. 


Two-thirds of a precept, one-fifth of demare, 
And an inftrument ufed a houfe to fecure. 


. What king David was the next will expound. 
. A well known mechanic mult al.o be found. 
. Three-eighths of a punfter, one-feventh of to tell, 


A religious female, and part of a cell. 


. A bricklayer’s trough, and two-fixths of to breed. 
- Three-fifths of to deck, , and the initial of..nged. 


A cake, and three-ninths of a violent fcold. 

A large bird cf prey, that’s rapacious and bold. 

Of an emblem juft half, and two-thirds of a rod. 

Of a liquor four-fixths, and the image of God. 

What people in trouble are‘apt often to-do, 

‘Two-fixths of what mifers moft rafhly purfue, i 
And a term, learned gents, which imphes me and you. 


. Two fifths of orbicular, and a pronoun, 
. A vowel, a flood-gate, and part of a town 


In the county of Kent.—17. Three-fourths of a field, 
And ha!f of a Spaniard whom Hercules kill’d. 
Three-eighths of a lover, one-fifth of a faint, 

A circle, a liqaid, and partof to faint, 

A purified metal be-pleafed to find. 

And now, to conclude, name a mild blaft of wind. 


POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SPRING: A PASTORAL POEM. 
By &. M. O. of Shaftifvoury. 


TERN winter no longer prevails, 

With its raging ferocity wild ; 

The {now fills no longer the vales, 
But the fcene‘is all placid and mild : 

The winds all their fary affuage, 

The tem peit’s loud bla is no more ; 

| No longer fhall ‘youth and old age 
i Theraging of winter deplore. 


*Tis {pring'that now vifits the plain, 
The eatt brightens wide with the dawn ; 
See Flora; the head of -her crain, 
-In the midft of the danceon the lawn. 
All hail, thou fair emblem of love ! ' 
That has in {uperlative ftate, 
Clad in green the umbrageous grove, 
And with gladnefs the earth doth elate. 


The thepherds their flocks now releafe 
At the rife.of the lark from her neft, 
i} They browle the jhigh fteep in calm peace, 
| For envy’s unknown ‘to their breatt : 
The lambs {port around the green mead 
To Pallas’s foft fowing ftrains ; 
And Pan with his mufical reed 
Of {pring the exiftence proclaims. 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Aurora breaks forth from the ikies 
In fplendour entninghy bright ; 
The cock bics the peafants arife, 
And to labour the ruftics invite : 
The lark from her pillar afcends, 
Serenades the renewal of light; 
To the tky the high towering bends, 
And is now envelop’d from the fight. 


The thruth hails the morning’s firft beam, 
Swells her throat with the mufic of love ; 
And the notes of the birds near the ftream, 
Refounds from the dell through the grove : 
All the feather’d muficians of {pring 
The delights of the morning enjoy ; 
May they to maturity bring, 
And no evil their broodlings annoy. 


New beauties emerge from the lands ; 
The profufions of Flora behold ! 
How the tolip her colours expands, 
And the lily of white and of gold ! 
The primrofe adorns the gay mead, 
And the vi’let appears in the dale ; 
O’er the pafture the cowflips are {pread 
To lavifh their fweets on the gale. 


The rofe, royal queen of perfume, 
Its beauteous vermillion difplays ; 
And the fuckle and lilac in bloom 
Deferve a juft tribute of praife. 
The blefs’d renovation enjoy 
In the fylvan fectuded retreat ; 
For grandeur your peace will annoy— 
Content’s notjn luxury’s feat, 


But hark at the found of the bells 
From the hamlet that ftands near the grove ; 
*Tis there the young Clerimont dwells, 
Who’s juft wedded to Delia his love. 
Ye thepherds your garlands prepare ; 
Convene all your mufical powers ; 
Ye belle’s to the hamlet declare 
That mirth the moft jovial is ours. 
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Long may the fair couple be blett, 
And Hymen felicity bring, 
To infure them continual reft, 
And enjoy a perpetual {pring ; 
And when death calls them hence to the tomb, 
May they with the righteous arife ! 
New born may they rife from the earth, 
And fhine in the blifs of the tkies. 


Shaftefoury, Fune 29, 1783. 
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SIR, 


N rummaging a pocket-book I found a droll epitaph picked 
up in the church-yard of Yeovil, Somerfer. If you think it 
worth inferting, it is at your fervice. 
J.P. 





Here lieth the body of JOHN WEBB, 
Son of John and Mary Webb, clothiers, of this parith, 
Who died of the méafles, 
The 3d day of May, 1646, aged 3 years. 


HOW &till he lies! 

And clos’d thofe eyes, 
That fhone as bright as day ! 

The cruel meazles, 

Like clothiers’ teazles, 
Have fcratch’d his life away. 


Cochineal red 
His lips have fled, 
Which now are SJue and black: 
Dear pretty wretch, 
How thy limbs /retch, 
Like cloth upon the rack. 


“¢ Reprefs thy fighs, 

(The hufband cries) 
** My dear, and not repine ; 

«« For ten to one, 

*¢ When God’s work’s done, 
* He'll come off /uperfine.” 
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